40.   TELEGRAM TO JAMNADAS DWARKADAS AND
H. JV.

[On or after Dumber 23, 1921]

AM STILL PREPARED ATTEND ANY CONFERENCE UN-
CONDITIONALLY.          DO YOU NOT SEE WHEN - OFFEN-

SIVE NOTIFICATIONS WITHDRAWN AND PRISONERS DIS-
CHARGED THERE IS NO ACTIVITY LEFT TO BE
STOPPED?          CAN YOU POINT ONE?          BUT I         AM,

AS INDIVIDUAL, WILLING ATTEND IN SPITE NON-WITH-
DRAWAL NOTIFICATIONS AND NON- CO-OPERATORS CONTI-
NUED DEFENSIVE.          WISH YOU COULD REALIZE DE-

PUTATION        PUT        ON        WRONG        SCENT.

From a photostat : S.N. 7730

1 Sent in reply to a telegram sent by the addressees from Calcutta on
December 22, 1921, which was received by Gandhiji on December 23. The
following are some excerpts from the telegram : "Read with profound regret
your telegram to Paudit Madan Mohan Malaviya which shattered all hope of
amicable settlement . . . Your assurance you would make no conditions pre-
cedent to joining conference . . . made us confident you would not reject pro-
posal that pending conference there should be suspension activity on either side
.... Viceroy's speech although one may not agree wholly with it, very con-
ciliatory in tone and temper. He asked only for a temporary truce . . *
Conference can still take place if neither side would insist on the other acknow-
ledging itself to be in the wrong as a necessary preliminary . , . Earnestly request
you reconsider matter , . . We understand Bengal is in favour adoption such a
course. Please revise decision and bring peace to country. Terms reference
composition, etc., we believe can be settled easily if indispensable preliminary
condition accepted . . . You think Government particularly unjustified in using
Criminal Law Amendment Act and Seditious Meetings Act wMch they had
promised to repeal ... As matter fact Government refused repeal Criminal Law
Amendment Act Part Two in view existing situation and postponed decision
to repeal Seditious Meetings Act in order see whether by next session Assembly
better atmosphere would prevail country . . * "